
All Oklahoma early childhood practitioners, in partnership with families, will 

have the knowledge, skills, disposition and supports necessary to nurture infants 

and young children’s social emotional wellbeing within their family, culture and

community. 

Oklahoma is participating in a new early childhood professional development 

opportunity designed to support the social-emotional development of children birth 

through age five. The Pyramid Model was developed nearly two decades ago with funding 

from the Administration for Children and Families, the U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services and the U.S. Department of Education. 

The Pyramid Model is a conceptual framework of evidence-based practices for promoting young

children’s social and emotional competence and for preventing and addressing challenging

behavior. 

The Pyramid Model provides extensive, user-friendly training materials, videos and print

resources at no cost to help Oklahoma’s communities and programs implement the model.

The Pyramid Model builds on the past several years of Oklahoma’s statewide professional

development systems and infrastructure working to promote children’s social-emotional

competence by ensuring all children are receiving nurturing and responsive caregiving.

The Pyramid Model has an extensive research base as a sound framework for supporting early

childhood practitioners across the country.

Oklahoma Pyramid Model Partnership will work to accomplish 

these six specific outcomes: 

Enhancing the capacity of workforce to adopt the Pyramid Model 

Increasing the number of high-quality Pyramid Model trainers 

and coaches

oklahoma
PYRAMID MODEL
Social and emotional health is foundational to enhancing learning and

growth in young children. Oklahoma is committed to promoting and

supporting the social and emotional wellness of our children. 

vis ion

overview

outcomes
of the

partnership

1

2



Developing a cadre of high fidelity program-wide and community-wide

implementation sites

Partnering with families to enhance skills and strategies to support their children

Increasing children’s prosocial skills and reducing challenging behavior 

Preventing and severely limiting expulsion and suspension in early childhood settings
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The Oklahoma State Leadership Team leading the Pyramid Model project will enhance existing collaborations

by bringing together a cross-sector team that includes multiple stakeholders. All will work together to resolve

state level barriers, with training for various professional development systems based on a common model

and facilitating access to necessary interventions at the local level. The Oklahoma State Leadership Team

recognizes that the Pyramid Model framework, with its emphasis on strong relationships, support for social

competence and the prevention of challenging behaviors, is congruent with its social-emotional foundations

for infants, toddlers and preschool-age children. The Oklahoma State Leadership Team sees an opportunity

to collaborate with the Pyramid Model Consortium to train professional development trainers in the Pyramid

Model, to work with selected implementation sites and to assist with strengthening interagency collaboration

at the state and local levels. Having a common vision for social-emotional development across all statewide

training efforts by using the Pyramid Model will create a cohesive and effective approach to addressing needs

of very young children with challenging behaviors and special needs that aligns with Oklahoma’s social-

emotional learning foundations.

Resources

Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL)  http://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel

National Center on Pyramid Model Innovations (NCPMI)http://www.challengingbehavior.org

Pyramid Model Consortium  http://pyramidmodel.org
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